WHITEHALL TOWNSHIP ORDINANCE NO. 2708

Shall Section 3.07 of the Whitehall Township Home Rule Charter be amended so that the prohibition against township commissioners holding township office or employment for one (1) year after leaving office includes elective as well as appointed office?

PLAIN ENGLISH STATEMENT

REFERENDUM TO AMEND THE WHITEHALL TOWNSHIP HOME RULE CHARTER

TO EXTEND THE PROHIBITION OF TOWNSHIP COMMISSIONERS FROM

HOLDING TOWNSHIP OFFICE OR EMPLOYMENT

Purpose:


The present version of Section 3.07 prohibits township commissioners from holding any other township office or employment for salary, compensation, or emolument during their term of office and it prohibits former commissioners from holding any compensated “appointive” township office or employment.  Both prohibitions extend for the period of one (1) year after the expiration of the full term for which the commissioner was elected to the Board of Commissioners.  The amendment to Section 3.07 would extend the prohibition to include any elective township office for the one (1) year period.
Limitations:


The proposed amendment would only apply during the period of one (1) year after the expiration of the full term for which the person was elected or appointed to the Board of Commissioners unless the person is elected to such a new compensated position by the citizens at a municipal election.

Effects:


The amendment would extend the prohibition of township commissioners from holding township office or employment for salary, compensation, or emolument while in office and during the one (1) year period after the expiration of the full term for which the person was elected to the Board so as to include any elective township office as well as any compensated appointive township office or employment.  The only exception would be if the person is elected to the new position by the citizens in a municipal election.  The amendment potentially narrows the number of candidates available to fill vacancies in an elective township office on an interim basis.  No township commissioner in office, or person whose term expired less than one (1) year before, could serve on an interim basis, despite their knowledge of township government or their availability to serve.
